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.
The Third Offset Strategy

The Third Offset referred loosely to a set of ideas

One of these ideas was the conviction that China and Russia — but especially China —
were strategic competitors and needed to be treated as such.

The corollary to this idea was the conviction that the United States must develop a
strategy to compete with China and Russia.

This meant, among other things, refocusing the military on the kind of military capabilities
required to confront peer adversaries. In particular, there was concern with countering
China's and Russia's anti-access/area denial technologies.

Another idea pertained to DoD's diminished role in driving innovation; the Third Offset
featured a drive to find new ways to cultivate technological innovations and interact with
the commercial world, including Silicon Valley.

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA454-1.html
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